
Basic Spiritual Anatomy of the Body of Christ 

1 Corinthians 12:12-26 

The doctrine of the Church: Ecclesiology 
 

In general, ecclesiology addresses various issues, the most basic being a biblical definition of 
the "church" and its functions. 
  
The word ecclesiology comes from the Greek ekklesia Meaning assembly. 
 
We believed that we are in the age of the reformation of all things. God has surpassed our mental perception and is working in the realm 
of the spirit, saving souls across traditional and denominational barriers in bringing the body of Christ into unity and fellowship. 

Church is shaped by ecclesiology in every subsystem of its relationships. There are Five 
subsystems of a church's spiritual anatomy.  

1. Head 

2. The Musculoskeletal System of Muscle and Bones  

3. Nervous System 
4. Circulatory system 
5. Skin 

 The Head 

Facilitate his mind; The head provides the body four important functions. 

1. Identity.   
2. Direction.  
3. Express his character and nature 
4. Continue his  early  ministry 

Sometimes, we forget our vertical relationship with God in our pragmatic haste for an active 
body that is doing good works in the world.  

The Musculoskeletal System of Muscle and   Bones  

The musculoskeletal system (muscles, bones, and joints), and internal organ system represents 
relationships of holy Christian love between members of the body of Christ.  

Ephesians 4:7-13 coaches and players11 
And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some 

evangelists, and some pastors and teachers, 
12 

for the equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, for the edifying of the 

body of Christ, 
13 

till we all come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a perfect man, to the 

measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ 



Ephesians 4: 1-4 all in the family, therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you to walk worthy of the calling with 

which you were called, 2 with all lowliness and gentleness, with longsuffering, bearing with one another in love, 3 endeavoring to 

keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 4 There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called in one hope of your 
calling; 5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism;6 one God and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in you[a] all.  

1 Corinthians 12:4-11 no star players There are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit. 5 There are differences of 

ministries, but the same Lord. 6 And there are diversities of activities, but it is the same God who works all in all. 7 But the 
manifestation of the Spirit is given to each one for the profit of all: 8 for to one is given the word of wisdom through the Spirit, to 
another the word of knowledge through the same Spirit,9 to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healings by the 
same[b]Spirit, 10 to another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another discerning of spirits, to 
another different kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues. 11 But one and the same Spirit works all these 
things, distributing to each one individually as He wills. 

The Nervous System 

The nervous system connects the skin, muscles, bones, and internal organs of the human body in 
terms of action, direction, and coordination. Likewise, within a church system there is a very small 
but important part of the congregation's inner life. It involves wholesome relationships between 
the pastor and the leaders which each fulfilling their biblical roles.  

The Circulatory System 

Ephesians 6:10-1310 Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord and in the power of His might.11 Put on the whole armor of 

God, that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. 12 For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against 
principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this age,[c]against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the 
heavenly places. 13 Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having 
done all, to stand. 

• The circulatory system energizes and defends the various subsystems of the human body. 

• The red blood cells carry oxygen and nutrients. 

• The white blood cells to fight disease or infection. 

•  Apart from the circulatory system, the human body cannot live. 

• The skin, bones, muscles, internal organs and the nervous system all depend upon the 
blood cells of the circulatory system. 

•  In the same way, the soundness of individual Christians is crucial to the sound health of 
the whole church body. 

•  Church health not only involves the corporate life of the church but also the individual 
members of the body of Christ.  

• Biblical teaching concerning the church touches the spiritual, moral, relational, 
behavioural, emotional, and physical fitness of each Christian. 

• The body does not protect and fight against itself.  

The Skin 

1 Cor 12:13 13 For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free—and 

have all been made to drink into[a] one Spirit 



The skin is the largest and the most visible subsystem of the human body. It covers the connection 
of our hands, arms, feet, legs to our torso, and to our head. 

The importance of healthy skin for the body of Christ reminds us that through the church, Jesus 
Christ continues his ministry in the world today. 

Doctrinally speaking, this focus on the skin points to the Church as a continuation of Jesus' 
incarnation in the world or continuing ministry in the world through the Church as God’s Healing 
Community mending broken lives. 

Everything we do must come under the covering of the holy spirit. 

1. Walk in the spirit 
2. Talk in the spirit 
3. Live in the spirit 
4. Worship in the spirit 
5. Work in the spirit 
6. Wait in the spirit.  

 
 

 


